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Marine planning is a relatively new approach to coastal and ocean management in both the 
U.S. and abroad, and so very little practical, field-tested guidance is available to practitioners 
seeking to apply this approach or to improve their craft. To address this gap and develop 
meaningful, practical and experience-based guidance for practitioners, in 2014-2015 a team at 
the University of Rhode Island’s Coastal Resources Center and Rhode Island Sea Grant College 
Program (the CRC team) undertook a two-part social research and training initiative which 
included developing case studies and convening a practitioner workshop. First, the CRC team 
conducted three in-depth research-based case studies of marine planning in various stages of 
development or implementation. These case studies, which focused on marine planning and 
management initiatives in Rhode Island, Washington State, and the San Francisco Bay area, 
included a total of 47 one-hour semi-structured interviews with practitioners and stakeholders 
from each of the three cases. Interviews were intended in part to elicit participants’ lessons 
learned, based on their first-hand experiences, which could inform future planning. Second, the 
CRC team convened a group of 43 practitioners from the marine planning network for an 
intensive multi-day workshop. To shape this workshop, the CRC team conducted a practitioner 
survey to identified preferred topics and themes for discussion sessions; topics and themes 
offered on the survey included many which had emerged through the case study research 
process. Workshop sessions were shaped around these preferred topics and conducted to elicit 
practitioners’ feedback on specific field-tested strategies, words of wisdom, and questions 
practitioners should ask themselves. Following this two-part process, the CRC team synthesized 
this material into a comprehensive set of “lessons learned” to be shared with practitioners from 
throughout the world. This presentation will provide a brief overview of this initiative and then 
share the lessons learned identified through this effort to synthesize the collective wisdom of 
the marine planning practitioner network.  
 


